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"DEDICATION. 


To the Reverend TrapDevs | Ma- 
son HakRIS, at whoſe dere the following 
Diſcourſe Was preached ; and to the reſpeftable 
Chvxcn of CirisT # in Dorcheſter under bis 
paſtoral care, at whoſe particular requeſt, and To 
1 expenſe, 1s. pub iſhed ; with fervent prayers to 
5 the FATHER of mercies for their proſperity and 
; happineſs, and for their mutual Joy and comfort, 
in their preſent connexion ; 11 1s now humbly and 


nar dedicated by V 
„ ; THE AUTHOR. 
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2 TIMOTHY in ili. Nabi 17. 
ALL, SCRIPTURE IS GIVEN BY INSPIRATION OF. cop; AND | 
IS PROFITABLE FOR DOCTRINE, FOR REPROOF, FOR CORREC- | 
' TION, FOR INSTRUCTION- IN RIGHTEOUSNESS; 


THAT THE MAN OF GOD MAY BE PERFECT, THROUGH- 
1 Wü l UNTO ALL GOOD WORKS.” 


| r * „ 
1 4% 3; 


. "ur Ap pole Thar: 3 in FI tis pit 

to 13 Titmothy and Tits, hath Conciſel deſcribed 
the character and qualifications op” a goſpel 
miniſter; and pointed « out the principal duties 
of his office. 

Sincerity, faithfulneſs, 75 ability. 70 teach, 

are leading traits in the character, and neceſſary 

aualifications, of a 22100 biſhop. All others are, 
perhaps, comprehended in, t eſe. He, who 

Poffeſſes theſe, cannot be a ſtranger to the tranſ- 

1 forming power of the religion Which he  preach- 
es. le muſt be actuated by right motives ; by 
love to the Redeemer and to the ſouls of men; 

and will be diligent in his exertions to fulfil his 


miniſtry, and to accompliſh | the benevolent de- 
N ſign of the inſtitution. e 


P 


— 


r e Sa x r * —— 7 , , N OL? 2 * 9 y - S; A : 2 g 
r . D 44 RR nets 2 2 — 4 a 
— N * as 8 22 - SEED * > : . : Y - — 2 * TER Si L 
2 " ad 2 — — — — 1 3 Nee a7 8 — —— —— I r WR 4 oven Rr n LS IRE 1 
— <P; 2 * — - — l 2 
— 2 - . - - _ y " , 2 * - * - * — * * 2 — a Pa 
: * - : 4 , Pr Þ N * — . 2. — | — * * G. — 
- * * Sg 
- ” N G oY Tt N 


E 


— * —— 
— ED x 


B rote Fong; cc 


n A 
4 * 9 — 
* ** 


9 
3 Me * n thts 
C — FACE * 


— 
” 


. 4. * 8 - AT: ang - a — n — * — ** 222 . * 
. ——— —— ²˙ mm 7˙·O‚-‚.‚,—rET = * 
= - — — — — — "FR - —_— —— * 
5 nz % 
% 


WT 1 ha YT 1 


8 


governed by! the e examp 
and all his powers mult be exerted to promote 
the glory of. God i in the ſalvation of ſinners; to 
E che Redeemer 8. cauſe and, Kingdom i in 


ſublime ths, doc and duties, of relig- 
ion. His duty is, among other things, to in- 


ftruft, reprove, rebukes warn, exhort, and i 
Chriſt's ſtead,” to perſuade finners to be recon- =] 


ciled unto God) ET Hat. Re may be ſubceisful, and 


| ſhew himſelf to be worthy of the ſacred office, 


he. Hliſt beW} examÞt of theYeliever 41 word; in I 


converſation, in e ee in n ſpirit, in faith, in es 


71ty ; and muft tale heedlte his doctrine, 
it be according to godlmeſs; „ f practical 


5 ; d how uncormuptneſs, gravity, FO 


ſincerity. 


Af, nor his heaters, 
d wntearned Fang ables, 
ents of 1 men, which turn Ho 


an e 


the truth; but deliver the meſſages of heaven; 
the. doQtines contained in the divmely inſpired 


d 
G& 42:24 


1 * lis Heart and life, muſt accord with 
the precepts Ane 11 of the goſpel, and be 
es of his bleſſed maſter; 7 


e World. 5 5 
: : This, x as is was the gracious defign of Chi : 
in inſtituting the 'golp el. miniſtry ; ſo it is the 
prime Object of every faithful miniſter. _ Thoſe, 


"Is 


who take upon, themſelves this office, depart 
from the Original deſign. of it, when they are 
chiefly actuated by any other motive, than a 
view. to the tf of God ane iy, the ©: WOT of 
men. | 


This was the chief motive by which the firſt 

miniſters of Chriſt were actuated. St. Paul, 
in particular, hath furniſhed us with an ex am- 
ple of the pureſt zeal, faithfulneſs, and conſtan- 
cy, in his labors to promote the honor of his 
maſter and the ſalvation of ſinners. And he 
endeavoured to inſpire Timothy, his own ſon 
in the faith, with a like zeal and Aae! in 
the work of the Mmitiſtey r: , 
In his ſecond epiſtle to this your cuangel . 5 
after advertiſing him of the ſufferings which 
he might expect to experience in the cauſe of 
Chriſt; ps of the apoſtacy and declenſion 
which then began to appear in the church, and 
which, probably, were to be attributed to their | 
receiving for doctrines the commandments of 


men; be exhorted him to continue in the 


thingy: which he had learned, and been aſſured 
of, knowing of whom he had learned them; 
and that from a child he had known the holy 
ſcriptures, which were able to make him —— 54 5 
; 7 * ſalvation, through faith which i is in Chriſt 
Jeſus. . 
3 ce the things EC he had named, _ 
been aſſured of, the apoſtle, doubtleſs, intend- 
ed the great doctrines and duties of chriſtianity.; 
in which he knew Timothy had been well in- 


ſtructed. And, that Timothy might view the 


holy ſcriptures in their juſt importance, pay a 
ſacred regard to their e e and conſider 
them as an adequate rule of faith and practice, 
abundantly ſufficient to furniſh the man of God, 
or miniſter of Chriſt, with a competent knowl- 
edge of the doctrines and duties of chriſtianity, 
for the a e ſucceſsful diſcharge of his 


1 er the af poſtle introduce ; 1 of or | 
text: <All 1 ture is given by in „ 0 of 
0 


God, and 4s profitable for $66 by! ths r/ reproof, 
for ene dien for inſtruction ini righteouſneſs; 


that the man of God may be perfect, . ; 


furniſhed unto all good Works. 

It may be” worthy of particular notice; that 
the apoſtle, after deſcribing the character, and 
pointing out the neceſſary qualifications, of a 


- miniſter, which ſhow that he muſt be a man of 4 


real religion, /ncere,, faithful, able, and apt to 
reach, directed him to the divinely in eee ferip- 
ture, as'the ſtandard" of truth, the 


al duty. 
His: divite ſtandard of Telgte truth 90 


| nile! of faith and practice, as the polar Par in the 


chriſtian ſyſtem, is to regulate the ſentiments, 


the faith, and the conduct of both miniſter and . 


people. It is adapted to the ſtate and capacity 


of mankind in general; and was given for their 
inſtruction in righteouſneſs 3" for their im- 
provement and perfection i in faith, knowledge, 


85 and chriſtian virtue. | 


But the text, howeyer extenſive! in its deſign 
ad general in its application, J conceive, - is 
peculiarhy well adapted to the preſent oecaſon; 
and worthy of the ſerious attention of thoſe, 
who ſuſtain; or are about to take 8 them- 


ſelves, the 1 aſtoral offre. 
In purſuing the ſubject t may be proper; 


5 'To'make a few remarks upon the divine go 


- /'"infpiration of the ſcripture: de 


We ſhall not labor to prove, that the ſexlp - 
tures contain a revelation from heaven. This 8 


1 * * 
- 


untain of 
doctrinal knowledge, and the rule of miniſteri- 


eee eee ne 


282 


e may 9 — on an n occaſion, like is 

e preſent,, when we, are, in the; moſk public 

1 2 our belief 1 in divine Aen. 
and acting undder its authority. e , ke 
But it may be a queſtion, Whether we are to 
confider every-part of the bible as given by, in/p1- | 
ration of. God, and the expreſſions of it ictated 

| by the Holy Ghoſt. N 

qt to decide upon this. point, it is obviqus 
to remark, that the text, as it ſtands in the or1g- 
inal, admits of this phy ruction: All, Jeripture 
given by inſpiration of. Gel or the 1777 5 de. 
ty inſpired ſeripture, 15-prefitable 
Xe. This interpretation, which n 


dor and critical knowledge, all low, to bs — | 


able to the original, will remove thaſe diffcul- 
ties, which ariſe inthe mind from 6 = Ru- : 
en in our trgoſlation, , SH en Y6R10 


T., 
* Dt. Doddridge, in à note tpbn the text; fays,” 6c Grotius tranſ- 
os. the words, tht whole divine inſpired ſcripture is profita» - 
ble, Ge,” and does himſelf allow clas they will bear this conſtruc- 
tion; thou gh he thinks they are rendered more Httrally i in our 


. * P? a * * 


x Er In „an illuſtration of the New Teſtament by notes 


and explications, printed for R. Goadby,“ the author infilts- 7 * | 
the interpretation above given is the true ſenſe of the paſſa e. He 
ſays, 6 K 
7 1 which greatly alters the ſenſe here; and when that happens to 
be the caſe, no word ou bt by any means to be ſu plied ; for the 
E errors be dun upon the fern tures by th —— The 3 
true rendering rg fe words here is; 4 1 * ue fe n'by inſpi- 
ration of God {or divinely inſpired * 5 profitable. f, for doftrine, Le 
&c, For the word AND is not found in the MS. called Bays: I. 
nor in Clemens of Alexandria, nor in the Vulgar, Syrige, and Ara- 
bie verſions, nor in Ambroſe; not in the Scholiaſt, Which goes un- 
der the name "of Erome 3 nor in "Theodotus Mopfuenſis, nor in 
Toa gius and'othi "IF we admit that the Ne AND was not 
originally y.in the text, the natural conftru@ on is, Att erty ture give 
n by inſpiration of God is profitable, &e, which is a very differ- 
"Se thing, from ſay ing that a Kenne giden by eee 
of. God 55 FLOAT to which the apbſtle's words are ds apßlica- 
ble to the inſpired part of the New, as to any y part, of the O "Teſ- 
ane, 100 Mich de 18 — to have had reference, 


t is to be noted that our Tranſlators here ſupplied the verb 


4+142 


4 
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- truth might be 

| dinary agency of the ſpirit of God. O 
are to be conſidered as a faithful and true hiſto- 
ry of revelation, which the ſeveral writers gave, 
probably, in their own language. 


by immediate n but from that 
which they bad o 1 | 
examined and approved by St, Peter, Paul, and other /ptred 
apoſiles ; and are, therefore, ſtamped with apoſtolic authority, 


s —— 


Learned and ſerious thriſtians hive ſuppoſed, 


that by inſiſting upon the divine inſpiration of 
every part of our ſcriptures, and that the ex- 


0 were dictated by the Holy Ghoſt, we 


leſſen the credibility of revelation. 'To preſerve 
the purity of revelation thus given, the tranſla- 
tors mul 
_. otherwiſe the language of the Holy Ghoſt will 
be changed into the language of men. Beſides, 
it is conceived that the knowledge and commu- 
nication of many facts recorded in ſcripture 
did not require inſpiration ; and, therefore, that 
it would not reflect any honor on God to ſay 
they were given by infpiration. OOO 


be guided by the ſpirit of inſpiration ; 


- 2 


Not to determine any queſtion about ſpurious 


books; or interpolated paſſages in thoſe which 
are genuine, and grven by ip ration F God, it 
is evident that many parts of ſcripture are mere 
matters of record: in the writing of which the 


reſerved without any extraor- 


the ſpirit of God. Other parts: 


- 
* 


+ 


be penmen of the ſacred ſcriptures,” ſays Auguſtinus, 
| ® wrote ſome things as they: were men with hiſtorical care and dili- 
: Fences other ng 


they wrote as prophets by inſpiration from 


God : the former for the bettering of knowledge, the latter for the 


8 confirming of religion. This then may fy us that all that was 


written by. the prophets, and even by. thoſe, holy men, who were au- 


thorg of ſome part of the bible, was not divine; becauſe they wrote 
| ſome things not as — 5-46 perſons, but as more hiſtorians.” 


#4  Aguſtinus de civitate Det, Lib. 18, chap. 38. 
Dr. Benſon, in C an, efſay concerning inſpiration,” has nearly 
the ſame idea, St. Mark and St. Luke, 12 oſes, did not write 

| ee of faCis, 
erwiſe obtained; and that their writings were 


| 3 
8 Whethet 55 expreſſions of thoſe, who wrote 
th inſpiration, Were, te dictated 2 the 
Holy Ghoſt, is a queſtio nn 

"x Abe great difference of ſtyle uſed by the r 
eral writers, when treating upon the Kine ſub- 
TP is thought to favor the opinion, that they 

were left to dreſs and communicate divinely 
revealed truths in their own language, and to 
-" reaſon 1 upon them in their own way, Againſt 
this opinion it may be alleged, that St. Pau), 

. « alluding to the truths of which he had received 

the knowledge by revelation, or inſpiration, 

: ſays 1 Cor: ii. 13. Which things alſo we 

ſpeak, not in the words which man's wiſdom 

_ «reacheth} but which the Holy Ghoft teachetnh; 

and that St. Peter ſays holy men of God ſpake 
as they were ke! by the Holy Ghoſt,” 
On the other hand in may be ſaid, that the 
- apoſtle Paul gives notice, in ſome inſtances, that 
5 ſpeaks of himſelf, and not from the Lord.* 
It would be too aſſuming in me to pretend 
to determine how far the language and expreſ- 
done of. ſcripture” were dictated by t the Holy 


„ @« A to the: a polls themſelves? he ft ak: bbs | 


18, 8 chat by in, es they had a complete knowledge of the 
li- e chriſtian ſyſtem, an ſays, „ Whenever they fpoke or wrote con- 
om = 8 e that fund of revelation kept them right. 
he Rut they were reaſonable creatures, as well as inſpired apoſiles ; 
as "_ there fore, could ſpeak, or write about common affairs, as men, 
u- | that have the ole of their reaſon, without any inſpiration, can eaſi- 
te = ly do. St. Paul therefore, without any inſpiration could give 


ſuch a direction, as this to Timothy, viz. fo mix a litile wine with 
LY wy ++ water which he dran,“ & c. Aﬀer mentioning a number of 


7 ſtimilar inſtances, he adds, this account of the matter is not mine, 
ite but St. Paul's. 1 * vii. 10. This 5 ys he) the Lord com- 
is, i +... mangeth ; and not # Ard ver. 12. ut to the 1 2407 45 


es the Lord,” Kc. 1 
ed 1 858 . r s aka ad preg 6. vol. 4 L. poze 357. 5 


EIS 7 


WhO commifſi ne 


bp .. 


« Ghoſt, - The certainty, - perfection, and axthor. 
ity of | revelation, do not, perhaps, depend on 
any decifion which may be had upon this 
point. All believers in 14 inſpiration of ſcrip- 
ture will readily grant, that ſome of the writers 
of the -New- Teſtament, at leaſt, were miracu- 
louſly endued with the gift of tongues; or lan- 
and that all were every way well qual- 
_ ified/to communicate to the World the knowl- 
ede of truths revealed from heaven. 
Although theſe truths might not, in general, 
be expreſſed. in words which the Holy Ghoſt 
teacheth; yet we muſt ſuppoſe arti ſacred 
| hiſtorians were ſo far under Ne ſpecial ditection 
of heaven as to be preſerved from every error 
which might materially affect the ſyſtem of re- 
ligion which. they were vinployed to publiſh.to 
the world. 15 5 
It may be e as the height: of abſur- | 
| dis; to: ſuppoſe that God deſigned to make a 
revelation of his will to men, and to introduce 
among them a new ſyſtem of religion ; and yet 


that He choſe and employed ee inſtru- 


ments to effect his own purpoſe. I 
Bauch an idea does not reflect any great boten A 
upon Chriſt, the glorious Head of the church, 
d the a oſtles to g0 and teach Ft 
a docttine which he ſaid was not Hie, but the 
Father's, who had ſent him into the world. 
Whatever different ſentiments may be enter- 
tained upon the ſubject of revelation, thoſe, 
vho believe the ſcriptures to he a revelation of | 
God's will, ſhould'be cautious that they do not 
enervate their force and leſſen their authority, 
by l them with, or eee thern wer 


* 


100% merely human compoſition: - ; They + Ni. 
dently have the ſeal of heaven affixed ori them 5 - 
they have the #ndelible marks of divine infpiru- 
_ tion; and they were given in a way, ard are 
in themſelves, moſt wiſel 15 and happily adapt 
ed to the ſtate of mankin 11 * 
The deſign of revelation is, to infonky "he! 
human mind, and to communicate truths which 
unaſſiſted reaſon could never have diſcovered. 
It muſt, therefore, be addreſſed to the under- 
| ſtanding of mankind; and the contents of it 
be ec wc f rom A eee of their 
truth. 15 N 1 1 1 er. . 
We bon ablerve, r ce 
I. That we are to devil by 0 Ir glit 
ol our own underſtanding, What are ſorip- 
ture doctrines; and to receive them 
the authority of a divine teſtimon y. 
. is by the exerciſe of our mental faculties 
, that we can determine what doctrines are 
— — in the holy oracles; or that the ip | 
ture was given by the inſpiration of God, Hav- 
ing examined the evidences; and admitted the 
truth of chriſtianity, and aſſented that the 
ſcriptures do contain a revelation from heaven; 
it is then for each one to determine, for Hnr. N 
ſelf, what are the doctrines of revelation; 
And, upon the authority of a divine Rainey: K 
we may afely believe any dodrine, ae, 1 
we fully comprehend it or not. 00 48 
Though it ſhould exceed en compte 
henfion, "this is no Juſt objection ' againſt the F. 
truth of it. And even Fey it mould 3 
pear to be eontiary to our reaſon,” this will bt 
— a diſbelief of it —— it be ſupported, 


16 


evidently, by a divine teſtimony. Wee are not 
to reject any doctrine which, evidently, is 
contained in the divinely inſpired ſeri pture, up- 
on the authority of our own reaſon; or becauſe 
we cannot ſee the reaſonableneſs of it. But, 
the inſpiration of the Almighty hath given 
us underſtanding ;" — this muſt be convinc- 


ed, that it is a 3 of revelation, before it 


can be received « as ſuch, and the truth of it ad- 
mitted”... | 
It is the proper buſineſs of faith, to reſt af 
ſured of the truth of whatever God hath re- 
vealed in his word ; and It is the province of: 
reaſon, to determine what is revealed. As by 
the light of the underſtanding we diſcover the 
principles of natural religion; ſo by it we muſt 
Judge of the import of every meſſage from heav- 
; It is the apparent reaſonableneſs of the 
thing; which leads a man to embrace any prin- 
ciple in natural religion; but the authority of 
the divine word ought to eſtabliſh in his mind 
the truth of any doctrine of revelation. 1 
. How far doctrines, which are repugnant to: 
our reaſon, and inconſiſtent, according to our 
conception, with the moral perfections of God, 
may weaken, or invalidate the evidence that 
«the ſcripture is given by inſpiration of God. 2 
is a Jae 6 not now to be diſcuſſed. But, 
admitting the divine origin of the ſer ture, 
_ doctrines of it e claim our fu be- 
lie N 0 wn. 
dhe purity and lene: e - ſcripture 
dre may very juſtly be conſidered as an 
internal evidence, that they were given 4% in- 
Mirution of Cod. And 1 ſtrength * evi- 


- dence in ſupport of chriſtianity ariſes from tho 
purity and reaſonableneſs. of its doctrines, . 

1 The chriſtian religion includes the eſſential 
principles of natural religion, as a part of its 
own ſyſtem; and muſt, therefore, admit, and 
cven require, the exerciſe of thoſe powers, by 
which men gain the knowledge of theſe prin- 

But the peculiar doctrines of chriſtianity, 
when we have learnt what they are, by the ex- 
erciſe of our own underſtanding upon the word 
of God, are to be received upon the authority of 
the divine teſtimony. Our ſentiments in re- 
vaaled religion cannot be ſafely formed by any 
other rule than the ſcripture; nor by this in 
any other way, than the proper exerciſe of our 
A rule of judging ſuppoſes a power of judg- 
ing, and the exertion of that power in the ap- 
plication of the rule. And the right of judg- 

ing for ourſelves is unalienable; cannot be re- 

linquiſhed without oppoſing the firſt princi les 7 
of all religion. It is our right and our duty 
to interpret the ſcripture according to the light 


we have; and the. exerciſe of this right cannot, 
in juſtice; bring upon us the cenſure, and un- 


charitableneſs of our brethren, who, enj oy and 
improve the natural right and chriſtian 


To underſtand the ſenſe of ſcripture, and to 


m 


NO form a juſt idea of the doctrines of it, careful 


attention is requiſite. Various circumſtances 

are to be WY Kaas ; the ſituation. of the writ-. 
ers, to whom they wrote, the occaſion. of their 
_ writing, their general defign at the time, muſt 
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bet taken into view, in . to underſtand the 


true import of whit is written. An acquaint- 


ance with Eaſtern cuſtomis, with idiomätical 


and provefbial expreſſions, with metaphors and 


figures of ſpeech, and, efpecially, with the 
languages in Which the fcrip fires were origi- 
nrally- written, will greatly At in judging of 


the doctrines therein contained: Beſides, Se 


muſt ** compare ſpiritual things with ſpiritual, 11 


or one part of ſcripture with another, and With 
the general deſign of the whole, in order to A1 


certain the ſenſe of ſeveral paſſages. In theſe,” 


it is eaſy to ſee, the underſtanding muſt be ex- 


erciſed ; and every man's pars Oh if he have 


any, -muſt be the reſult of his own inquiry : ank 


Jud gment. +: {4.314 8 


Fall faith is due to evely: divine teſtimony "> 
but may not be due to a particular” interpreta- 
tion of ſeripture. In the nature of things We 

mult be ſatisfied with the inter | 
we can receive tlie fentiment às feriptural and 
juſt.” Chriſt and bis apoſtles have borne wit-⸗ 
neſs to the truth of this fentiment. ſeſus 2 55 


rected the 


2 % 4 {ow rch- the {cri tures ; 


and the whiter of the Act of the apoltles S. 3 
mended the Bereans becauſe they ſearched Ma 4H 


to know the truth of what they heard. 
Me now proceed to ſay, 2 

III. 

is an adequate rule of chriſtian faith 

" practes, Tdepert e 


an DIO . 
Few Will deny the Peeteg ien of the ſerip- * 
tures, as à rule of faith; though they may not 

acknowledge the ſufficictiey of Any man J rea- 117 


£ #4. 


retation, before 


hat the *< divinely MAS fell we 5 


t on all human W. 5 


K head 


LY 


3 * 


181 dal; tie ape e TT 3 „ 3 

1 exe * $-ty own. to umderſtand them; 
and may coy their interpretation. lenden as 
full credit as the divine word. 

Fe 0 the perfection of ſcripture as a ule of ; 
fai aty,; conſiſts, in part, at leaſt, in its 
being adapted to the 1 
ard. in pie, eſſential, truths with great 
cleameſs, t is not. a revelation to thoſe who 
cannot u ea nd, what, it contains. An every 
inſtance . Which it. requires human inventions 

to ſupply a deficiency, it loſes the authority of 
a divine zevelation,;; unleſs, a divine commiſſion 
be granted to the authors of ſuch inventions: | 
"which would be giving an additional revelation 
that might equally require an explanation. 
But, apart from 15 5 conſiderations, St. 1 
Paul ſays, the goſpel, is the power of God 

unto ſalvation; 100 aſſures Timothy that tbe 
„hol ſcriptures, are able to make him wiſe un- 
to ſalvation; that they are profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correttion, for in- 
ſtruction in righteouſneſs ;?? * ph N in few 
words, they are a complete rule ian faith 
and practice. And he expreſſly. prion him 


not to ** giye h ed to fables and commandments 


of men, which, he ſays, turn ftom the 
truth;“ and and which at is very certain have been 
a fruitful ſource o , EFror,:.. and have d done great 

injury; tothe cauis of religion... ig t arty 
I criptures contain the wholechriſtianſy{- 
tem; the doct rines to be believed, andithe duties 
to be perf brmed. Ahe g | 

doctrines,...it 3 lo pe 
greed, are py; 7 4 
taught in the inſpired 


ebe 7 ar : 5 
rate. The Gulf no lere 


word. coul not have 


pal and,moſtefſential = 


* 2 l * 
f | 


heh diſcovered by the light of Naben. T he 
knowledge of them is communicated by reve- 
lation. And it muſt be granted, that it was 
the deßgn of God to make them known by the 
ſeripture, or by the ſpirit of inſpiration, under 
Whoſe influence and guidance the ſeriptnre was 
given. Theſe doctrines muſk, therefore, be 
: fippoſed to be clearly revealed; and not left to 
be ſpelt out by the uncertain reaſbninyy? of fal- 
lible men. The knowledge, or belief of them, 
does not depend upon long deductions, or fubtil 
arguments, invented by“ man's wiſdem.“ As 
ſome propoſitions are ſelf-evident; ſo certain 
revealed truths are clear and comprehenfible; . 
and as readily acknowledged, upon the author- 
3 ity of revelation, as any ſelf- evident propoſition | 
 _ is, upon the authority, of by the light, of the 
MW human underſtanding, 
All the eſſential 4odvinbs of chriſtianity are, 
 pethaps, thus clearly revealed. f 
They are, at leaſt, I conceive, 10 plainly ex- 
preſſed that they may eafily be known and un- 
dierſtood by every honeſt inquirer. For the 
man, We dg of hotelt! Integr and unfeign- 
ed ſincerity, a lover of God an of the truth, 
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G rere A 0 


the ſcripture mu 25 a e rule of faith and ; 
b 0 LENT: re 
(MTS! deny this, is, in my "apprehenſion, to 


contraditt' St. Paul and to caſt re roach upon 
the divine author of revelation. For, to ſup- 
poſe any truth, the knowledge or belief of Khich 

is eſſential to ſalvation, is not ſo clearly reveal- 

ed that it may be perceived and underſtood by 

A ſincere inquirer of the moſt moderate capacity, 
is aa. 92283 ER I hath not Rr 


- > 


C Ac ͤ 9 — wp CP 0 


if he rejected the idea 0 
the faith of men, common me odeſly, one would | 
think, . induce the ordinar | miniſters of 

the g 0 ſpel, and every other c wiklan 8 
quit every ſuch claim, 2 


1 21 
the Tevelati ion of his will to the 4 of man- : 


kind; and that the ſcripture. . is not Ade 
1 make us wiſe unto ſalvation.“ | 


4 35 


But what is gained by calling i in paid in- 


ventions to our aid? Thele are generally fath- 


ered upon the ſcripture, as their foundation ; 


: though, in many inſtances, it muſt be confeſſed, 


without much appearance of truth. But, if 
the ſcripture be not a perfect and adequate rule 


ot faith, what claim to 147 ction has any creed, 


pretended to be formed by it? If it or an 42 
quate rule of faith for any one man, or body 


3 7 men, why not for anot! er? Or Why ſho 4 


thoſe, who in the ſincerity of their hearts, gov- 
ern their faith by the ſame rule, be charged With 
damnable hereſy? Is the goodneſs and. piety of - 
their hearts, or their faith in revelation, to be 
determined by any articular conſtruction of 
the contents 'of revelation ? Or will ſome pre- 
tend to immediate inſpiration, and, under. this 
Pftetence, claim the right of governing the faith 
of others? St. Paul, though really inſpired and 
poſſeſſed of the knowledge. of oF whole Ori- 
tian ſcheme, rejected ſuch an idea: N ot for 
that we have dominion. Ver your. faith. . And 
2 having. dominion. over 


* 173115 n 


Under the notion, however, of immediate in in- 


| fi iration, or upon ſome other N equally 5 


abſurd, many human inventions have b gen in- 


A CK” to ſupply ſome ſuppoſed defect in the 
ES inſpired. ſcripture. But, ff LE from anſwering 5 


3a 
ES They hae not Prelerxed : 90 e 


* 


= ; 
Ke 


vaddble par * We 177 by fu 1 F 


with'an” e nt Againſt the chiiſtian 


ith jt bl Interrupted the fel flowſh 
chtiſtlanis. Numerous EXam fles n ght be a 115 
e Bree ta F e ee Te 


oi daily verified by the 1 of chte * 


different 
Bit, woul 
berpülte tobe a a adequate x kalle ap th, in 


ati eſentime ts. * 


pe dent on all human Inventions, .thi is evil 


| of Chriſt 
| — b live together Ike brethren, and tand 


night be prevented ; And the difeiples © 


in klie Hberty wherewith, he bath, made 
chen A 

dei de 
den the 
9575 rufe of faith. "An c 
in ſupport of their own. ſentiments, + | 


en they x require them PA 


others, have drawn uf pn, their own. langua 
Is the language of t te [bo or of 

reeds, more: perfect a an determinate, t 
language of Ferns” ? If it be, then t! TE, 


be an imperfection | in the. infpircd_ writings 
Which 00 not mane u . hay | 


LG $5 4 


AN [TY as 4 Fla * chtiſtian ith ad 


. 


; duty to > hom, all we © £0? 7525 „Hach ar an 


all? n ee * the inſpix 12 j 


ls bop go, bb 


id » Be ald cat er ks if any, 
—.— 951 ae of Teri any. . 
aim ſcripture; zuthority 
Zut, do 
they not, virtually, deny that it is an equate ; 
Tule for others, 125 


fcribe a confe ton of faith, Which they, or. 5 Ph 
8 


OE. the 5 


R 9 @©@ 


, 


8258 00 and ge 1 2 al * 
EX: to fig CE an.) 

ef, to "whole 15 * 
facrifice our own ger anding 
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is tog unreaſonable to be admil ted in ch 1 reſent. 


erilightened age. 1. aphid ve. learnt.to, pay, 
ſome reſpect to their-own underſtanging; 


to believe there i is ng truth” in St. 


dar 54 that t. SUI able to make. | 
then © wiſe unto, ws ee £ brough faith 12 
Chriſt Jeſus.” ek an irq 


Certain it is that they, 8 reli zious Vacs. | 


| iments with great perſpicuity ant Leveng x. — 
Changing the ex preſſion often enerxatęs the 
force, and conceals the beauty, of the ſentiment. 
As in the eſſential ER, of chriſtianity, 10 
in the language by which they are c œmmunicat- 
ed, there is a beaut! and LD 07 8 {cnpture z 
and he, who is diſpoſed, to do the wall 125 God, i 
*« ſhall know of che doctrine w henc dat 166); +57 
A belief in doctrines, CES are not anne >. 
expreſſed, nor caſily. Know wn, is not, in my ap- 
 prehenfion, eſſential to Talyation ; and ought * 5 
nat therefore, to e deem 0M neceff y to the, 
faith. and character of a c 0 | iſtia ; An |. conſer; , | 
quently; that the Yank of it cannot, in juſtice, ; 
exclude a perſon from the privileges of the go. 
pel, the communion of the { Hot, nor tl cha, 
ty of his fellow ſervants. . To , 


F rom the ſcriptures we. gain the | 


. 


1 0 as ha i i 


of many truths Which are Bu expreſſed in plain, . 
and dire& terms, But th is knowledge, IS, AC, 
quired by the exerciſe of the rational, faculties. ;: | 
upon plain and evident truths and making de, 8 0 
ductions. And! it cannot, eee be ſo N 


* — 4 GY 


fect, as that which is conveyed directly to 175 
mind by expreſs revelation ; nor can the truths. 

hich ale the object of it. be Bibported Ef 1e 

good evidence as thoſe are which are clearly ex- 
preſſed in the words which the Holy Ghoſt 

- teacheth.” For mankind are liable to error in 
their reaſoning upon any ſubject ; and the evi- 

dence of the truth of any concluſion is leſs in 

proportion to their liableneſs to error in form- 

ing it. This conſideration calls for the exerciſe 

of modeſty and charity; and it ought to re- 
mind us, that, poſſibly our own ſentiments may 


, // 
But it is, perhaps, true, that many are more 
tenacious of thoſe ſentiments, and more ſtrenu- 
ous to ſupport thoſe doctrines, which are 
founded upon ſuch uncertain concluſions, drawn 
from ſome of the darkeſt and moſt doubtful paſ- 
ſages of ſcripture, than they are to defend thoſe | 
which are clearly expreſſed. And too often they 
_ conſider a belief in ſuchdoErines the higheſt ev- 


: 


idence, if not the only criterion, by which they 
can judge of the th, ſincerity, and goodneſs 
of any perſon ; and even make it a term of 
_ communion and ground of their charity. But 
this is not arrogating a dominion over the faith 
of others only, in matters of which they have 
an abſolute and unalienable right to judge for 
themſelves ; but it is in effect leſſening the credit 
and authority of ſcripture. For, it is requiring 
men to ſubſcribe, or aſſent, to articles of faith, 
which, though in their view deducible from 
ſcripture," they would have the world believe, 
are more properly expreſſed in the language of 
their own creed; Which is giving the prefer- 


% 


2 
ence to the words which man's wiſdom teach- 
eth. This, contrary to the mind of Chriſt 
and to the directions of St. Paul, is derogating 
fromthe ſcripture, and, perhaps, eſtabliſhing 
for doctrines the commandments of men. 

As the ſcriptures contain and expreſs every 
article of the chriſtian faith, a profeſſion of be- 
lief in them is the beſt confeſſion of faith that 
any perſon can make. For he who believes the 
ſcripture is given by inſpiration of God,“ re- 
ceives all the doctrines of it fo far as he is able 


to underſtand what they are; eſpecially if he 


ſuppoſe they are expreſſed in Words which 
the Holy Ghoſt teacheth.” Changing the 
mode 47 expreſſion, and, very probably, the 
ideas too, by a ſtrong implication charges the 
ſeripture with imperfection, as a rule of faith. 


By ſuch change of expreſſion a complex idea 


: 


may in-part be loſt, and .the deficiency be ſup- 
plied by. ſomething very foreign from the ſenſe 


and defign of the ſacred writers. © 
_ Theſe conſiderations, ſhould have their due 
weight upon the mind of every chriſtian ; and 
more eſpecially upon the mind of every miniſter, 
who ought to remember that he is/ ** ſet for the 
defence of the goſpel,” and that he cannot be 


true to his truſt, When he receives, or impoſes, ' 
for eſſential doctrines: of chriſtianity, ** the 


* 


Thee uncorrupted word of God, like the ſun, 


who is ordaincd to rule by day, ſhould guide 


our faith and practice. This is a light, Which 
proceeded from the Father of lights, and 
gives to men inſtruction in righteouſneſs. 
It is wiſely i . to their feeble capacity, 


ſhines into the hearts of thoſe who love God, in- 
forms the-underſtanding, and: ſweetly draws the: 

affections after divine objects. It is the great 
inſtrument by which the Spirit of God works 
upon the hearts of ſinners, or builds up the 
faints in holinefs and guides them to happineſs. 
Human inventions may obſcure, but can never 
make this light more perfect. This, in con- 


the apoſtle's. defcription of it; with many it | 
. proves to be the power of God untoſalyation;” 
and it promiſes: immortal er to eyery' obedi- 
ent believer. | 

We may now remark, 


Iv. That it is particularly. FIRE che ſari — 4 | 
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for the important duties of his office. 

Good natural abilities, improved by a good 

education, are indiſpenſably 5 to his 175 5 
quitting himſelf with honour and fuccefs. 


peculiarly uſeful. An acquaintance with hu-.. 


the animating principle and ruling motive of 


and earneſtneſs in his addrefits are to evidence 
his ſincerity: and fidelity. But his faithfulneſs. 


* 


— 


nexion with the influences of the Holy Spirit. 
is able to guide and preſerve us in the path 
which leads to the heavenly zion. It anſwers 


ture that the miniſter is to furniſh himſelf. 


— 4 2 4 oO 2 3 83 8 — 220 nw, 


general knowledge of the arts and 5 0 5 Sa 


man nature, with men and things, gives him 
great advantage in his work. But religion in 
his own heart, a love to God and man, muſt ba 


all his labors. Clofe application to his ſtudy 


will chiefly: be diſcovered inchis unremitting at- 
tention to 1 1 ſeripture, as the rule of his n 
faith, temper, and conduct; and as his direc- 

toxy. in every. part 91 minus duty. From 


4 


K 2 


27 


-this 4 of Sita and knowkelge ne hs K to 
complete the furniture of his mind. This 81s 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for corec- 
tion, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs ; that the 
man of God may be perfect, throwghly furniſh- 
ed unto all Mod works.” It is from the ſerip- 
ture only, as an unerring ſtandard; that he is to 
learn the peculiar doctrines, hopes; and duties, 
of chriſtianity. By this he diſcovers tlie origin 5 
of human mite ; and from this learns, that 
man, though made at firſt after the image of 
the Creator, hath apoſtatized from God, and 
thereby obſcured the hopes of nature. In this 
he ſees the evil of ſin, anid its deplorable conſe- 5 
quences, marked out with preeiſion. And, 
while deeply affected with the view of man in N 
his guilt, expoſed to the penalties of the divine 
law, he bebelde, to his inexpreſſible joy, the 
Lanib of God, Who taketh away tlie ſin of the 
world; and learns that Chriſt, ** having made 
peace by the blood of his eroſs, is bene 5 
an advocate with the Father for the guilty 
children of men; and that God is by hh 
*« reconciling the would unto. himſelf. Here 
he finds the terms of the ſinner's final acceptance 
and ſalvation, and diſcovers the duties and ob- 
ligations, Which reſult from a diſpenſation | of 
grace. | 
From this laue ne i 18 to adevive: the most 5 
important information; to gain a knowledge f 
the manifold works and w ifdom of God, of 
the divine perfections and their harmony in tlie 
government of the Saſk, And in VANE reden 
1 tion of Nw wy t 


it * . 
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"Here (6 «life and immortdlity are brought to 

5 light; 3 and here he ſees the religion of nature 
explained and enforced by divine ſanckions; 
learns its deficiency, and finds this deficiency 

he fy mg by the wiſdom, and) grace of 


—— nr ar owe en a - 


eel en, res 


God, thining with a glorious luſtre in the face 
of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, From the ſeripture he 
is to learn the character and offices of the Sa- 
viour, the merit of his obedience and ſufferings, 
and the hopes which a bo be built Nur _ 
mediation / 
Ĩ) be ſeripture contains I Cetin to:! go 
1 anditachs baptizing in the name of the Father, 
e poo and of the Holy Ghoſt; and 
all the peculiar doctrines, 84 as a miniſter 
5 of Chriſt, he muſt preach unto men. It informs 
him what to preach, how to preach, and how 
to rule and behave himſelf in the houſe 
of re Which is the church of the: living 
God.“ It contains the whole, counſel 2 
16 God, „ which duty and faithfulneſs to the 
3 as well as to the ſouls of men, 
oblige him to declare. Here then he is to 
look for ſubjects ſuited to the times and 
ſeaſons, and to the particular ſtate of his flock. 
908 Doctrine, re roof correction, and inſtruction 
in n are to be derived from this 
pure fountain; and motives collected to engage 
the attention and cant the oedience of 
the heart. 
It may not be improper to hint at ene af 
the leading doctrines of the goſpel. Among | 


" a *. 1 
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doctrine of human depravity, of falvation *©* by 
grace through faith, 1 * fowards 


_ theſe, according to my apprehenſion, © hel. 


Thbeſe, and many others calculated to 


Gods of regonermlon, geb uu ggeuch Ache 


ſpirit in the converſion of a ſinder, of the refur- 


rect iom of the dead, of a future judgmen ö 
the etertial glory and felicity of ehe ſaints, and 
of the puniſhment of the finally impeniterit. 


| the feelings, raiſe the hopes, an arreſt the At- 
tetit ion of man kind, an en in the pole ra- 


cles. Mag”) To. i 4 514: et © 


Whence, but dom: thi lſenptire, ur the 


miniſter learn theſe doctrines; or underſtatid 
the deſign and duties of his office And "how 
illy does he anſwer! his character,; if he de not 


imbibe the ſpirit, and preach the traths; of the 


«goſpel. : This is the meaſure and rule of his 
duty and che perfection of his miniſterial 
character is a ſtrict conformity to it. If he 
conform to this rule he will **in doctrine thew 
uncorruptneſs, \ gravity, ſincerity ;? and uſe 


de ſound ſpeech; which cannot be condemned?” 


but will promote the edification of his heaters. 
Moreover, the ſcripture affords the miniſter 
1 examples to excite his zeal and fi- 
delity in the arduous work to which he 'hath - 
devoted himſelf; and the moſt gracious prom- 


iſes to comfort and ſupport him in the difficul- 


ties and trials rate to his _— and facted 


I employment. * 


Would he e ko! hs wand to feel inter- 
eſte and engaged to advance the glory of God 
and the ſalvation of ſinners ; let him look into 


the hiſtory of Chriſt, the purchaſer of our re- 


demption, and ſee him dying on the accurſed 


tree, that he might do honour to his and our 


py Gal, and W Hunan guile, ee if he : 


* 
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x think this: an 
ble, nor expected, that he ſhould copya let him 


080 : 


example, which it is neitlter poſſi- 
turn his thoughts to St. Paul, who could ſay, 


neither count I my life dear unto myſelf, ſo 
that 1 might finiſn my courſe with joy, and the 
N Which 13 received, of the Lord 
eſus. 4 If he feel human weakneſs, and that = 
is inſufficient for the great work, det him 
attend to the kind promiſe of Chriſt to his 
miniſters, Lo, I am with ** ae en | 


unto the end of the world,” 


As a conſtant motive to: be diligent and Frith. ; 
Aol let him remember, it is promiſed; that 
they that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the ieee wh 
| 20 wt 


that turn 1 
ever and ever: 


of the firmament ; and th. 
ghteouſneſs, as the ſtars 


Though his labors. ſhould not be ended. 
_mith-defiredlaceels, let him encourage himfelf 
with the aſſurance that though Iſrael: be not 
"gathered, yet he ſhall be glorious in the eyes 


the Lord, and his God will be his ſtrengh g 


his ſerious attention and daily ſtudy. 


Omitting 3 inferences from what 


1 hath been fai 


Let me rely on the able = my F 5 TY 
brechen in the miniſtry, who a are * ſet for the | 


'of | 


that, if faithful, though unſucceſsful, he ſhall 
_ FOGEINE ed of » rejoicing. at the ene = 
Thus Jabs: the ſcripture fornith the mm 

: God unto all good works. | It therefore demands 
Let this 
be his directory, and he will be % workman 
that needeth not to be aſhamed, rightly. divid- 
ing the word,” and happily fulfilling the 
| miniſtry which he hath received from the Lord. 


5 -- 
defence'of the-goſpel,” „ while I felicitate than. 
and myſelf, upon "the reflection that we haves 
in ourchands an en oe ſtandard of religious 
truth, which not only teaches us knowledge, 
and , out our duty, but affords . — 
bleſt encouragement and higheſt motives to 
be maithäal in itz Hippy are the eyes that ſce 
this: heavenly: light! Let us rejoice in it, and 
endeavour to reflect the pureſt rays of it upbac:: 
the minds of our reſpective hearers. . 7 
By the inſpired -foripture let us try our o 
ſentiments; and receive nothing for doctrines ö 
of — which W not 5 theſteſt; 
how much ſoever it 5 fancti ed t 
names, or eccleſiaſtical WY > Ol 1 2 
equally careful to call no man father upon 
the earth,; and not to allbw ourfetves: to be 7 
a called ern for one is our maſter, een 
In matters of faiths ler" us neither yield Cubes 
jection, nor claim dominion. I humbly con- 
ceive wWe are not required to do the one, nor 
permitted to do the other: Let us acknowledge 
no other rule of faith, than that, which nn. 
and his apoſtles have given us. E 
And may we feel that the: ab FF: God i is” 
quick and powerful; that it arreſts our atten- 1 
tion and inſpires us with zeal for the divine 
glory, and the deliverance of ſouls captivated 
by in While we day all due reſpect to the 
holy ſcripture, and ſtudy to know what it con- 
tains, let us encourage others to examine for 
themſel ves: and extend towards them our 9 - 
ity, though they ſhould differ from us in the 
. of ſome * of the divine word. 


ww 


as — — - - I — — — 8 - 
- & 3 ate — . S A r - — 
4 n 8 - ey at — vs + BOS ar 96 > — 5 — 2 3 32 : — 8 
— . ————— OW i SS 32.25 LR”: > Fs on renee" * E — _ 
= = 1 he — þ £200 ; 3 2 2 —_— 8 . * — — >>. _ l : 
. ttt i WO 29 / 3 2 Dr — TT - 
——*3ð — a — a — — — — & - 2 F X - — * N 4 - » — * — 2222 = . 4 3 — * k > —_ — 
—— — — ——— — — 5 7 : i” — — 5 r — — — - 33 — U GIF. + 7 5 
— * — — — - _ > 6 —_ = = 8 : 4 mA A — G - . er n k 2 lay - : - 
F — — = IJ 0. 2 — — — — 7 - . k 4 — — . 2 — —ů— — — — ho ob = 4 La. © ; 8 
b . s , , — ; — . — —— P DD ns 2 nt 2 nn — — — LA 
: * — * * - — I” — — _— — - — 
8 1 , — p wy * fo ; — 22 - N 
* 5 b * . — q = << Et 5 7 — * 
* * . 7 . X — — 133 — b 
4 N * * you hob 
U 5 J 
9 * 4 


32 


If ſincere, al will agree in the eſſentlals, and 5 
ought always to agree in affection and chriſtian 


fellowſhip. In our life and converſation, as 
well as in the particular duties of our office, wk ; 
us. exhibit the ſpirit and power of the yolpe.b 


And may the God whom we ſerve 


us by his grace, crown our labours 1 


and give us many ſeals of our miniſtry, which 
ſhall he our crown 'of eri in the _ of - 
the Lord. „ £5'E SSH. 145 i 
My young friend, at whoſe gi 10 have 
taken this part on the preſent ſolemn and e 


_ occafion, demands my particular attention. 


You, dear Sir, are now entering upon Np il 
honorable, but arduous work; a work in 8 
the glory of God, the intereſt of the Redeemers 
E and the ſalvation of men, are e ; 


ticularly concerned. it Tens hn 


On your faithfulneſs ab dilipceioe: in this 4 Þ 
ſacred work will depend the approbation, of : 
God and your future crown of rejoicing. bor 

You have heard the character and — Py 
tions of a goſpel miniſter brieffy 4 +My 
knowledge = you, from long acquaintance, - 
forbids me to entertain a doubt of the purity of 

our motives and intentions. Your conſcience, = 
1 perſuaded, now bears witneſs to the ſin- 
cerity of your heart, and fixed reſolution to be 
faithful; as all, who have the happineſs of an 
acquaintance wich 25 —_ to her able 
teach. 15 35 tang eee io 

When pales) gave to me the diredtion: 


of your carly ſtudies, and the inſpection of your 


fe deportment, the ſeriouſmeſs I then b- 
ſeryedin you was tome a preſage of- vour one % 


83, 
day e wich your whole heart, upon the 
work of the miniſtry. Vou do not di appoint 
f my expectation. You now, 1 truſt, ſincerely 
| devote yourſelf andall your: talents to the ſacred 
: Work. I moſt ſincerely rejoice in your fair 
proſpect of comfort and uſefulneſs. The united 
voice of this large and ref; pectable church and 
lociety hath called you to be over them in the 
Lord. You now =_—— the overſight of them, 
not by conſtraint, but willingly. And you 
. will, I truſt, watch, as they that muſt give 
; account to the great Head 51 the church. Al 
your abilities muſt he devoted to the honor and 
ſiervice of Four: ord, and to the good of this 
_ | q 
e the holy ſeripture you git I ok. for di- 
rection; and to the grace of, God, for quicken= 
| ing and ſupport. _ 15 
It is a pleaſing reflection, . « that from a child 
thou haſt known the holy ſcriptures,” and ap- 
peared to be governed by the divine maxims, 
- | which they contain. Make them the rule of 5 
4 9 Jour faith, of your preaching, and other min- . 
iſterial duty. Be mighty in the ſcriptures,” 
that you may come to this people · in the ful- 
_ neſs of the bleſſing of the goſpel, of Chriſt.” 
_ You will not reject any doctrine of the in- 
1 ired ſeripture, becauſe. you may not be able 
; fully to — it; but will readily be- 
lieve the record which God hath given +4 his 
_E. So,, wi 4 examine the lively oracles ** for doc- 


trine, for reproof, for correction, for inſtruction | 
in righteou w 7 ani | 
As a faithful ſervant of Chriſt, nag Gf 


"= ther 465 ſheep 13 the lambs 0 of | the flock, you 
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84 
| will „declare the whole counſel of God = A wid 


be careful to feed themwith the ſincere milk 


- oo 


tian character and profeſſion, to manifeſt candor 
and charity towards all your fellow-ſervants, 
who exhibit the life and temper of chriſtians, 
| though 1 in ſome. things they 1 ould differ from 7 
you in ſentiment. ** e wee is e bondrof 5 
perfectneſs.” x 5 = „„ 
Lou will not be eee by BY prices of 
opinion, but always keep your mind open to 
light and condiction; and never be aſhamed of 
any of the truths' of the goſpel, though t _— 
ſhould be unpopular with the multitude. Ret- 
pect your own underſtanding, knowing that it 


of the word.“ You will avoid matters of 
doubtful diſputation,” fooliſh and unlearned 
_ queſtions, which miniſter! ſtrife; rather than 
_ godly edifying Fas and will be ſerious, practical, 


and evangelical, in your preaching. And you 


will endeavour to bring the great truths of the 
goſpel home to the hearts and conſciences of 
your hearers, and to enforce them by your own 
example. Precepts teach, but examples enforce 
the truth, and influence the life 


Vou will conſider it an honour to your Mit- 


2 


N mer tpn 


was given by the igſpirution of "the Almighty, 


and cannot innocently be difregarded, or con- 
trolled by the a Mine th of others 0 in religious 


ſentiments. e i 


Let prudence, ſincerity, 2 faithfulneſs, 


mark your character. Be zealous in the noble 
cauſe in which you now engage. Preſerve, if 
poſſible, the affection of this reſpectable people, 
and give them full proof, that you love them, 
not in word only, but in truth and ſincerity. 


* 


——— s 


Mutual ** and affection will lighten wur 
burden and make your ſervice delightful. 


If in a view of the arduous work before e 
and of the difficulties that attend the faithful 
performance of it, and under the concern yoir 


muſt feel at entering upon it, 8 are ready 
to ſay, who is ſufficient for theſe things? 
remember your maſter hath ſaid: My grace 


is ſufficient for thee,” ge long in the ard, 
* in the power of "TM might,” ö 


Set the examples of the luffering Jeſus 1 — N 
vou, and have an eye to the recompenſe of 
reward,“ that you may be encouraged faithfully 
Anticipate the day, 
when: thoſe, whom you may turn to righteouſ- 
neſs, ſhall, in the preſence of an aſſemblet 
Na own. the en of e eee „ 


to fulfil your miniſtry. 


* 


＋ banks no 2 too ot, 58 you- to per. 


form, to promote the glory of God; to build 


Chriſt's kingdom in this row and to ſave the 


ſouls: of this people. Plead for them at tlie 


throne of grace, faithfully deliver. to them the 
word of God, and, by your on amps: Read | 
them i in the way of righteouſneſs, 
And may God grant you a long, a profper- 


ous, and a ee ul miniftr) 


May you be a man, Alas Chriſt, che: ele 
rious Head of the church, ſhall delight to hot: © 
or in this 9 5 candleficks Ae when, Duke. 1 
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The ehiidtidh church and beten in this plan 
now claim my reſpectful attention. 

Friends beloved in the Lord, ; 

Wet rejoice with you on this auſpicious day; 
chat the great . 1 of the church is giving you 
a miniſter of his goſpel, who is able to feed you 
with knowledge, and who, we believe, will be 
faithful to his Lord, and to you. 
Me remember, and would mentign to vous 
honor, the chriſtian temper you manifeſted, 
when, by mutual conſent, the paſtoral relation 
between you and your late worthy mini Mer, was 
diſſolved. 
Tt is to us a pleaſing reflection,” that: you did 
then and do ftill hold him in reputation and 
honor among you. He hath ever had an un- 
interrupted ſhare in our affection and eſteem; 
and now hath our ſincere reſpect, and cordial 
withes for his health, profperity, and happineſs. 
Your ſteady zeal and unremitted exertions.to 
have the goſpel reſettled among you, your great 
unanimity in the choice of your Paſtor cleci, and 
your generous proviſion” for his comfortable 
ſupport, riſe into view on this joyful occaſion, 
afford peculiar, ſatis faction, and pre ſage his emi- 
nent uſefulneſs among you, and your future 
ö Pprodperity, edification, and comfort. 

Behold the man of your choice, this day, de- 
voting himſelf, his time, and his talents, to the 
ſervice of God, and of your fouls. RT rc, 


hk. The Rev. Moſes een He was ' ordained Paſtor of the 
church aud ſociety in Dorcheſter, September 28, 19974. By rea- 

fon of ill health he was induced to ak a diſmiſſion; to which the 
Church and people, after expreſſing their kindneſs to him and duly 
weighing the matter, conſented. The buſineſs was completed and 
be relation diſſolved January 14, 199g. He no lives among them 
a private gentleman and chriſtian mucl | refpetied and eſteemed, 


| 7 
Receive him as an gſcenſion gift, ad eſteem 
him highly in love for his work's fake.” His 
abilities are unqueſtionable ; his character is ir- 
Teproachable ; Js virtues: have been conſpicu- 
ous ; his temper and deportment are agreeable ; 
and by literary improvements he hath diſtin- 

guiſhed himfelf. From long and particular ac- 
 quaintance with him I am led to believe, that 
entering into the work of the miniſtry, 
- You have heard whence he is to collect the 
** doctrine, reproof, correction, and inſtruction 
in righteouſneſs,” which he is to preach and 
adminiſter, viz. from the inſpired ſeripture. 
Conſider, therefore, that he brings to you the 
meſſages of heaven; and take heed how you 
bear. Examine and judge for yourſelves. 
He, I prefume, will not claim dominion over 
your faith; but ſtrive to be a helper of your 
Joy.“  Seriqufly attend upon his miniſtry, and 
endeavour to profit under it. Treat him with 
_ creaſe, but as far as poſſible lighten his burden. 
I be labors and duties of a miniſter, among 
this large people, muſt be great. But you, my 
chriſtian friends, may make them ſupportable 
by your candor and generous thoughtfulneſs of 


the extenſive field, in which he is called to em- 


ploy his time, Do not expect more from him, 

_ than is in his power to perform. Remember 
that his ſtudy Will engroſs a conſiderable Por- 
tion of his time; and let him ſee. that you are 
pleaſed with his giving himſelf to ſtudy, to read- 
ing, and to meditation. In theſe he will labor 


x 
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Tam pirfaaded y you-will find inhiman agree 
able ſeriouſneſs, a laudable zeal for the glory of 
God, a ſincere deſire W e our happineſs, 
and a heart full of tenderneſs. He will feel for 
you, and ſympathize with you, in all your diſ- 
treſſes; and you, I hope, will manifeſt the 
kindeſt feelings and affectiohs to him 

I truſt that by the help of divine grace he will 
be faithful. Much depends on you whether he 
ſhall be ſucbeſsful. Bo not deprive him of this 
Joy, the greateſt and moſt animating a ſincere 

good/miniſter can have, by any neglect on 
your: part. Give him no occaſion to complain, 
that he © labours in vain.“ Receive the truth 
in the love of it, and let ** your profiting appear 


unto all men.” By this you will encourage as 


well as comfort your miniſter. Let him always 1 
have an intereſt in your fervent prayers and de- 
vout ſupplications at the throne of Sine and 
in your undiſſembled love. 5 
May your love and his be mutual; ; may your AY 
| kind of ces N his DE re e e may a n 


n 


N yy W guide. wg 8 cheſe Raabler 3 
forms of worſhip ſhall be done away, may you _ 
all, with your beloved paſtor, join “the general ; 
afſembly and church of the firſt born, which is 
written in heaven,” for ever to celebrate the 
praiſes of God, and the niches of eme 5 
grace. i 
I ſhall now coſe B90 As 2 50 worde to this 
numerous and reſpectable aſſembly. 
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E "OY kad: my EY OE that the E 
trines which your beſp e miniſters are bound 
to preach and to teach, were revealed from heav- 
en; that the ſeripture, which contains . 17 
given by inſpiration of God. Can it then be a 
matter of indifference, whether you hear and 
attend to them or not? Meſſages 4 8. heaven 
to mortals on earth muſt not only be worthy 
of 1 attention, but demand their; ends re- 
gar | „ | 
Dd Chriſt come. into "the. 9 to eat, 
his Father's will, and to, die upon the croſs 
that he might pg e. your. ſouls ;:and are you 
under no obligation to receive his goſpel, and 
honor him * your faith and obedience? This 
cannot be. Gratitude demands a different re- 
turn. Beſides, your own ſouls are deeply in- 
tereſted in the meſſages delivered from the word 
of God. Be perſuaded, therefore, my friends, 
to attend to them with ſeriouſneſs. Faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of 

God; and by faith men are juſtified in the 
ſight of God. . Take heed, therefore, how ye 
hear. By the fooliſhneſs of preaching” ſome 
are ſaved; made wiſe, willing, and obedient 
to the goſpel of Chriſt, and for ever happy i in 
the favour of . 
Let me entreat you, 1 to attend. to 

the means of grace, to honor, and delight i in, a 
i preached goſpel. In this way you will encour- 
age the hearts, and ſtrenghen the hands, of your 
miniſters ; and promote Four own epihication 
and comfort. | 
May you all be faithful to God, a to your 
own ſo 10 uls; ; and _ FO * FY taſte that the Lord z 
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aa gracious, deſire the ſincere. 

row in „and in the / Kne 
rd and Saviour Jeſus: Chriſt 
ful in works 0. righ 


Jeſus thall 
of the MajeRy « on high,” 


body,“ may we, with: 
voice-pronouncing t: to each of us: 


* & 
„ " 2 
„ N s $M 2%: 
Y : 1 5 
* * % FI X 5 * whe 5 bh 1 
0 2 . i £ DN. 1 © 
* s 4 9 8 ** 
* 
y x FE Ro 
5 b 7 * N 
1 5 2 . Ri Y « . FLO 
8-4 Z * * 1 is 3 Le 1 
OB 5 „ 
n * "+ » 7 » = 
2 
9 
— 
* 
8 * ; 
» f #8: 1 * * * 
ro Y ky 14 
en. 7 
* p 3k oF * 
7 
c 2 . * 4 
4 * * 1 * WW 2 1 2 
— 1 4 * 4 * 1 
ww is : ; 
” _ * © : * 4 1 
7 * 
* E o * ** P 1 
a ? 5 I 
% — ” * 1 =I * 4 
V & 
3 "OTA 
* 
% 
7 
& + "Sr 3 5 
7 * 2 * 
* % 4 * bf £ © 7 ol 4 oj . £4 7 * 
1 * * 2 x — 2 4 F the „ 8 9 1 $ 
4 $3 # « F A 4 
k Tc 
„ 
* 
N » - 
? > 
* 
— © 
_ % .4 5 
1 . 
PF 
” 
1 
* 
0 
* 


4 1 
il j „ 
| - p : . * 
 —————____— 
* ” — * 


n 


c H * R G E. 1 


GIVEN 1 BY THE 


Rev. NATHANIEL ROBBINS, 
ſy: MILTON: 


WI HEREAS i it hath pleaſed the on 
Moi and true God, by whole perfect prov- 
idence the world is governed, who is the uni- 
verſal Proprietor and Lord, to raiſe up and qual- 
ify you, Mr. Thaddeus Maſon Harris, (in our 
apprehenſion) for the work of the Goſpel Min- 


iſtry, and to incline and call you thereto ; and 


ſince you are, in divine providence, invited, 
this church of Chriſt and the congregation 
of the Lord, uſually meeting for public wor- 
hip in this houſe, to the work of the goſ- 
pel miniſtry among them: We, who now 105 
our hands on you, do, in the name of the glo- 
rious Head of the church, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and by a power derived from him, ſeparate you, 
Mr. Thaddeus Maſon Harris, to this ſacred 
ſervice, and ordain you a paſtor of the church. 
and congregation in Dorcheſter, which we now 
commit to your paſtoral care. 
And we charge you, as in the reſence of the 
great God, the the holy angels, and | withelſs hors 2 
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iſtration of them to adhere cloſe 
tution: to adminiſter them to all proper ſub- 


jects, and to no others. 


42 
prefent, that you carefully attend to this ſacred 
ſervice in which you have now engaged: that 
you ſo watch for ſouls as to be able one day to 
give an account to the Judge of quick and dead 
with joy and not with grief. 5 HET 
Feed the flock, of God, of which the Holy 
Ghoſt hath made you an overſeer, both the ſheep 
and the Jambs of it, with ſpiritual food. And, 
in order hereunto, you mult preach the word; 
be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of feaſon ; reprove, 


rebuke, exhort, with all long ſuffering. 


As you are called to be a teacher, you are to 
endeavour to teach this people all things which 
Chriſt has commanded, and as his ambaſſador. 


Ik you can, ſatisfy this people. that you, have 


the intereſt of his kingdom at heart. Be con: 


cerned to approve yourſelf to God, a workman 


that needeth not to be aſhamed; rightly.divid; 
ing the word of truth. Shun not to declare the 
whole counſel of God through fear of men. 


| Contend earneſtly for the, faith once delivered 


* 


to the ſaints, Let no man deſpiſe your youth, 


And, as you are now authorized to adminiſ- 


ter the ſeals of the covenant, baptiſm and the 


ſupper, ſo e, charge yon in the adm 


them to adhere cloſely to the inſti- 


py _ 
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And, as you now. have peter and 
ſeparate others to the work of the goſpel min- 
iftry when called thereto, ſo, With reſpect to 


the exerciſe of this power, we -charge you to- 
commit this truſt to faithful men only, to ſuch 


as are able to teach others; not to novices, not 


to ignorant and unlearned men, leſt, being put- 
fed up with pride, they tall into the condemna- 
tion of the devil. © INE? 

And, as you now have to manage that ecele- 
ſiaſtical diſcipline which Chriſt has appointed 
in his church for edification and not for deſ- 
truction, ſo we charge you to do it with fideli- 
ty to your great Maſter in heaven. Keep thy- 
ſelf pure from the blood of all men. Mr. 
Harris, you muſt be a man of prayer; and an 
example to the flock, in word, in converſation, 
in charity, in ſpirit, in faith and purity. It is 
_ evidently of importance that you be a pattern 
of woe works in order to your anſwering the 
great end of the miniſtry. Take heed that you 
give no offence, that the miniſtry be not blamed. 
So take heed to thyſelf, and to the manner of 

interpreting and inculcating the truths and rules 
of the goſpel, that ſo you may ſave yourſelf and 
them that hear you. Be concerned at all times 
to be inſtrumental in advaneing the glory of 
God and the intereſts of the Redeemer's king- 
dom in your own heart and in the hearts f 
others. If poſſible, prevail with ſinners to com- 
ply with the tag: of divine grace that they 
may finally obtain immortal feheity. +» 
And, it you duly obſerve this charge, when 
Chriſt, who is our life ſhall appear you ſhall} 
appear with him; and ſhine. 105 diſtinguiſned 
luſtre in the firmament of glory, © 


I EB N= ot 


. 0 - a A — — — — 
— = pm HRT FP TA FF . 8 — 
— . -* = 3 5 — 2 * * PT — — _ * 
— ——— — _ — ——_— — ” * — 1 8 5 
* wo 3 * $5 #22308 wage.” — 8 2 N : N 2 
—_ EL — — — * — 
= — . ans 7 —— — — 


Will to men. 


— 


1 4 > 
* 


1 902 T H E 
RIGHT HAND of FELLOWSHIP, 
B v T H E E: 


Reverend Ms. H A V E N. 


Men, Brethren and Fathers, hearken. 


Tuar „God is e and that 15 


| 4 dwelleth in love, dwelleth in 1 and 
God in him,“ is the declaration of an in ired 
apoſtle. Innumerable are the diſplays of Cos 
love to the children of men, but none . 


clear and bright than the gift of his own Son, 
to redeem and ſave us. The religion which he 


introduced, greatly reſembles its benevolent Au- 
thor; it proclaims peace on earth and good 
Our love to one another is the 


3 


diſtinguiſhing mark by which our real acquaint- 
ance with this religion is to be evinced. By 


this ſhall men know that ye are my diſciples 


if ye have love one to another. 
May it not be expected that the mini. 
ters of this religion, ſhould ſhine with diſtin- 


: guiſhed luſtre in this amiable grace ? Is not this 


one among many things, in which they ſhould 


be & Ts axed to the flock of Chriſt 55 How | 


— 


45 


manyendearing conſiderations muſt daily ariſe in 
their minds to cement theirafteCtigns, not only to 
thoſe who are their brethren, in the faith and 
hope of the goſpel, but particularly to thoſe who 
are their brethren in office, and their fellow- 
helpers to the truth! How. ſhould their hearts 
be knit together in love! And how gladly ſhould 
they, embrace every method, and every oppor- 
tunity to expreſs their kind and iympathetlc 
feelings to each other 
It is not neceſſary to determine whether giv- 
ing each other the 45 is a natural expreſſion 
of friendſhip and affection, or whether long 
_ uſage hath E ſtamped this meaning and 
ſignificancy upon it. In this view, do we not 
daily obſerve it in others, and practiſe it our- 
ſelves, in civil intercourſe with friends. 
And this ſignificant rite, we find, was adopted 
into religion, in the early days of chriſtianity. | 
When James, Cephas, and Fohn, who ſeem- 
ed to be pillars in the church of Chriſt, Perch 
ed the grace of God in Paul and Barnabas, they 
gave unto. them the right hand of fellow ſhip.” 
The congregational churches, in our land, 
_ ambitious of approaching as near as may be 
to the model of 85 truly primitive and apoſtolic 
church, have ever accompanied the ſolemn or- 
dination of a paſtor, with this pleaſing rite. 
Accordingly, being authorized, by long uſage 
and ancient example, and deſignated to this 
agreeable ſervice, by the eccleſiaſtical council 


here preſent, I give unto you, my brother, Tus 


RIGHT HAND OF FELLOWSHIP. Hereby I 
expreſs my own, and the affectionate feelings of 
the Elders of the churches here convened to- 


_ wich you Have now been ſolemnly feparated 


36 


wards you. We hereby teſtify our ſatisfaction 
in yoar qualifications, for the great work to 


5 


We bid you welcome into the goſpel vineyard, 


dg our *©* companion and fellow laborer in the 


kingdom and patience of Jeſus Chriſt. We 


_ promiſe you our ready advice and brotherly aſ- 
tiftance, whenever you may have occaſion for 


Permit me, at the ſame time, to remind you, | 


that this action, like the obligations it expreſſes, 


is mutual. I have received your hand, which 
we view as a token of your friendſhip and af- 


fection to us; and an engagement, on your 


part, to perform all thoſe kind apd brotherly 
offices towards us, of which we may at any time 


ſtand in need. 


The honor of our divine Mäſter; the Riceeſs 


of his ſervice, in our hands; the intereſt of the 


churches confided to our care; and our own 
ſupport under the temptations and diſcourage- 
ments which attend our ſacred employment; 
all render mutual love and affection between the 
miniſters of Chriſt highly neceſſary. May this 
brotherly love continue and increafe ! May 

nothing diffolve or weaken this happy union! 


And now, dear brother, may the grace of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with your ſpirits! May 
God prolong your life, and render it precious to 
the people of your charge. 
| hears you bleſs you, and the eye that ſees you 
bear witneſs to you.” May he who holdeth 
the ſtars in his right hand,” ſupport and guide 


May the ear that 


\ 
] 
' 


47 
you, through a long and ſhining courſe of per- 
ſonal ſanctity, and public uſefulneſs; and hav- 
ing made you inſtrumental of tuming many of 
your people to righteouſneſs, advance you t 
ſhine as the brightneſs of the firrmament, and as 
_ ſtar for ever and ever.“ 1 
Beloved friends and brethren of the chriſtian 
church and ſociety, in this town, we, the eld- 


ers and meſſengers of your ſiſter churches, whom 
you have invited hither, on the preſent ſolemn 


and joyful occaſion, ** ſalute you much in the 
Lord.“ We affectionately recognize you, as a 


valuable member of the body of Chriſt, our 
common head; and as becomes this endearing 
relation, we feel ourſelves united to you, in the 


bonds of cordial love and fellowſhi 


Me take a pleaſing and 5 | 


the ſatisfaction which this day's proſpect af- 


fords you. We rejoice in the happy unanimity 
with which you have choſen our worthy and 
beloved young brother, to take the paſtoral care 


and charge of you. With religious pleaſure we 


have joined with you, in the ſolemnity of his 


induction into the work of the goſpel miniſtry. 


| Behold the man whom you have ſeen, this day, 

_ devoting himſelf, his time, and talents, to the 
ſervice of your ſouls, with all the marks of ten- 
der affection to you, and of humble obedience _ 
to the great Shepherd, appointing him, here 


to feed his Ar. feed his lambs.“ 


May mutual affection, between you and him, 


continue and increaſe, and ever be accompanied 
with the moſt ſubſtantial evidences of the ſuc- 


ceſs of his labors among you: Long may you, 
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